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Following on from last month's theme of lettering, I have found a fascinating website called 

www.wordle.net which allows you to enter your own words and create patterns. 

 

The colour, layout, font and language can be changed to suit individual requirements. 

 

 
 

An example of Wordle –there are many different arrangements to experiment with! 

 

I thought this could be a very useful site when planning unusual samplers or charts, but in 

fact it is just great fun to experiment with different styles and colours! 

Good lighting 

 

On a more serious note, as an embroiderer, good lighting is considered essential (see 

"Techniques Part 1: Lighting and Lenses") but I was intrigued when I went to an exhibition 

where I encountered the most unusual form of lighting in the form of a Flash-stool or Candle 

Block which was designed for lace making, but could equally have been used for embroidery. 

 

 
                                                                                  Small lamps and lenses 
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Lighting equipment is always an important 

consideration in lacemaking. In warmer weather it 

could be done at an open door or window, or even 

outdoors, but at night and during winter it was 

done by the light of candles. To concentrate the 

candlelight, glass globes filled with water were 

placed into a special stool around the candle to act 

as condensers or lenses. By positioning the lace 

pillows around the stool so that the candlelight 

fell in a concentrated beam on to each, three or 

four lacemakers could comfortably work by the 

light of one single candle. 

When I consider the standard of lighting and 

magnification we take for granted today, it made 

me realise how far we have moved on! 

 

 Candle light! 

The Cotton Industry 

Following on the theme of progress and manufacturing, I live in the north of England where 

the cotton industry had its roots. The scenery has changed considerably in the thirty years I 

have lived in the area and most factory chimneys have been demolished but many mills 

remain although they have now been converted into apartments or multi-occupancy units. 

 

 Maple Mill, Oldham, Lancashire 

 Mills and factory chimneys were commonplace and the narrow terraced houses which 

housed the mill workers are still a feature of the area. I was delighted to find a booklet about 

one of the old mills which I have included here. I have since given the booklet to one of the 

mill owner’s family for their archives! 
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Dunlop Mill in Rochdale, Lancashire, England. 

 

It was one of the largest mills in England, covered 1,500,000 square feet and in its heighday, 

employed 3,000 workers. It was representative of many mills at that period in history. I have 

spoken at length to the descendents of the mill owners who were involved in textile 

manufacture until the decline of the Lancashire cotton industry in the 1970's and I also know 

a number of women who worked all their lives in the mills. The stories they have to tell of 

life in a working mill were fascinating and reflected an era long gone. 

 

When the mills closed they were either demolished or turned into apartments or multi-

occupancy businesses and the machinery stripped out and sent to countries such as India for 

their own developing textile industries. 

 

And finally, 

 

 
 

Pink Perfection designed by Liz Almond, as shown in "Just Cross Stitch" Magazine May/June 

2012. 

I hope you enjoy this month’s Blog. If you have any queries please contact: 

lizalmond@blackworkjourney.co.uk 

Happy stitching! 

Liz 


